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3. lack of work. Another great handicap of Russia is lack of work
for the agricultural population. Bear in mind that practically all of
Russia, aside from a small Asiatic section where most of the people are
not Russians, lies farther north than any part of the United States. More-
over, the climate is everywhere continental instead of being moderated by
the sea, as in Denmark. Hence the winters are very long and cold. Near
Moscow, for example, the ground is frozen solid for about five months,
and is extremely soft and muddy for another month when the frost leaves
it. Consequently for nearly six months the men on the farms have little
or no work. They own few animals, and the women do most of the work
of caring for them. Only a little firewood is cut. This is partly because in
cold weather all the people usually crowd into a single room, and partly
because in the main agricultural regions wood is not abundant although
there are huge supplies farther north. Accordingly, through no fault of
their own, a large proportion of the men among the 75 per cent of the
Russians who live on the farms spend five or six months each winter in
doing little except sleep, eat, and talk. Of course they are soft and in-
efficient when the spring work begins; and then they have to work to
the limit. This softness is doubtless one reason why the average amount of
cultivated land per man amounts to only 9 or 10 acres in contrast to 70 in
Iowa. Even when the American farmers had tools no better than those
of Russia, they cultivated 20 or 30 acres per man.
The habit of idleness in winter and the weariness due to hard work
in the spring tend to deaden the activity of the Russian peasants in other
ways as well as in farm work. Many people believe that this is one of the
main reasons why both the old Russian Empire and the new Soviet regime
have been able to dominate the peasants so easily. It helps to account for
the way in which the Russian troops went to pieces not only in Finland
in the winter of 1939-40, but also in the first World War. This does not
mean that Russia has no energetic people, for she has a great many.
Their work is evident in the way in which those of the western and
central parts of the old empire pushed their way across the plains into
Siberia. Nor does it mean that the evils resulting from overpopulation
and from lack of work during so large a fraction of the year cannot be
overcome. But it does mean that, in its attempts to expand and grow
great and to hold its own with the other great nations, Russia meets
geographical handicaps very different from those of Germany, and greater
than those of either Great Britain or the United States.
Russian Expansion. In spite of the handicaps described above, Russia
is a conspicuous example of a great power which has expanded vigorously.
The efficiency and activity o£ its people are greatest in the west. Before
the first World War it was widely recognized that the Finns, the people

